
 

¡BAILAMOS! ENLIVENING THE BILINGUAL CLASSROOM WITH MUSIC AND MOVEMENT 

Music is a natural way to teach new concepts, build connection in the classroom, and help children transition between 
activities. Whether it’s a group sing-a-long, inspiration for an art project or just a way to get kids up and moving, 
music will enhance many aspects of a bilingual classroom. 

The Mister G website, http://www.mistergsongs.com, has free teacher guides, songbooks, and videos. You can 
subscribe to the Mister G YouTube channel to find more fun and educational videos to use in the classroom. 

Here are six outcomes you can expect from incorporating music in the classroom. We’ve outlined the outcomes using 
the acronym MÚSICA to make them easier to remember: 

1. Movement and Kinesthetic Intelligence 
2. Understanding Languages 
3. Songwriter/Scientist 
4. Improving Transitions 
5. Cultural Appreciation 
6. Artistic Empowerment 

1. MOVEMENT AND KINESTHETIC INTELLIGENCE: 

Playing music is one of the easiest ways to get children moving, and it’s non-competitive so kids can participate at all 
levels. Try these activities to get kids warmed up before playing sports and for indoor games on rainy days.  

Sample Activities:  

A.    Using the song “Ahorita” (from the Chocolalala album) �teach children the movement words (volando=flying; 
saltando=jumping; bailando=dancing etc.).  Have them dance along with the song coordinating their 
movements and the words. 

B.  The song, “Frota Tu Panza,” (from the ABC Fiesta album) is a bilingual “Simon Says.” Teach children the 
Spanish vocabulary in the song (frota tu panza= rub your tummy; toca tu nariz= touch your nose; toca tus 
pies=touch your feet) and have them dance and sing along to the music. � 

2. UNDERSTANDING LANGUAGES 

Mister G’s bilingual lyrics are an excellent way to help children learn new vocabulary words, or reinforce language 
learning in the classroom.  

A.   Watch the video for “Siete Elefantes” (on the Los Animales album) and teach the children to put up their 
fingers when counting from one to seven.  They can also become the different animals (mariposas=butterflies; 
elefantes=elephants; cocodrilos=crocodiles; leones=lions) that Mister G sings about in the song. 

B.  Watch the video for “Cocodrilo” (from the ABC Fiesta album) and talk about the new vocabulary in the song.  
Point out how the drawings in the video incorporate the actual words they are illustrating (e.g. the crocodile in 
the shape of the word “cocodrilo”) 

3. SONGWRITER SCIENTIST:  

Many of Mister G’s songs focus on being a “songwriter/scientist,” and observing the natural world.  Teaching children 



to develop curiosity about the environment inspires them to protect and preserve the planet. Talking about the lyrics 
can jumpstart a conversation about how kids can make a difference in their own community.  

Sample Activities:  

A.  “Señorita Mariposa” (from the Chocolalala album) is a song about the monarch butterfly. Talk to children 
about the butterflies that live in their community, and their life cycle and habitat. Watch the “Under the Hat”: 
Butterfly Migration” video on the website to learn more about monarch butterfly migration to Mexico. 

B.  Watch the video for “Mundo Verde” (from the Mundo Verde/Green World album). Use the song to start a 
conversation about simple actions kids can take to protect the environment (i.e. recycle, turn off lights etc.).  

4.  IMPROVING TRANSITIONS:  

Music is incredibly effective at helping children transition through different events in a school day. Mister G’s songs 
can be used to begin and end the school day, as well as move seamlessly between various activities. 

Sample Activity:  

A. Listen to the song “Hola Amigos” (from the ABC Fiesta album) at the beginning of the school day.  Have the 
children clap along to the beat and cheer in response to the question “Are you ready to have some fun?” 
 

B. To ease into naptime, or finish off the day, watch the video for the song “Vamos a la Playa” (from the BUGS 
album) and have children strum along on a pretend guitar.  Similar low-key activities can be done with the 
songs “Bongo Bongo,” “Naturaleza,” “Senorita Mariposa,” “Mono in Mis Manos” and “Las Estrellas.”  

5. CULTURAL APPRECIATION  

Mister G’s albums incorporate musical styles and instruments from many Latin American countries, and each song can 
be a jumping off point to discuss the musical contributions of different cultures. 

Sample Activity:  

A. Listen to the salsa song “Baila Como Las Hormigas” (from the Los Animales album) and talk to the children 
about how this style of music (salsa) originated in Puerto Rico.  You can also have them listen carefully and 
identify the different instruments they hear in the song, including trombone, trumpet, piano and congas. 
 

B. Listen to the song “Gozar/Enjoy” (from the Mundo Verde/Green World album). Talk to the children about 
how this style of music (merengue) originated in the Dominican Republic and was recorded with the legendary 
merengue band, 440, in their hometown of Santo Domingo. See if they can identify the different instruments 
they hear in the song, including saxophone, trumpet, congas, and piano. 

6. ARTISTIC EMPOWERMENT:  

When children are introduced to music at a young age, they become comfortable expressing themselves through 
song/music and movement/dance. Early exposure to music helps children internalize fundamental musical concepts 
and nurtures appreciation of this universal form of expression.  

Sample Activities:  

A. Teach children that their bodies are percussion instruments, and they carry instruments with them all the time: 
their hands.  Show them how to clap in time to different songs, snap their fingers, and tap their thighs or their 
cheeks to make various sounds.  Brainstorm other ideas for how to make music with their bodies. 
 

B. Illustrate how rhyme functions in Mister G’s songs (every other line of lyrics tends to rhyme). Brainstorm song 
topics and characters with students, and then experiment with writing lyrics using rhymes. 


